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FAMTLY HISTORY OF WILLIAM NASH THOMAS---copied on this the 17th day
of July 1919

William Nash Thomas, son of David Thomas and Elizabeth Nash Thomas, bhorn on
the Z4th day of February 1835 at Qaverdfordwest Pembrokethre, South Wales.

There were six chlldrcn John born February 18 1829 Ann Yorn February 21,
1832, William Nash born February 24th 1835, Jane. Aprll 10, 1838, Sarah born
February lh, 1841, James born Dccember 2;, 1843, All born ln the same house.

"I, William Nash Thonas, attended school until I was 9 years old, then had
to do oone work to help make a living for the family. At the age of- ll I went
to work for Joseph Potter to look after a billard hall. To loock after the games,
and collect the pay. I worked there for two years. I then went to school for one
year, I then worked for Mr. Jenkin Savoras at North Glamorga inshire (?), 80 miles.
from' my home. I worked in a billard hell at the Castle Hotel. I returned home
in February 1851. I then found my father and his family was members of the Mormon
Church, A4ll of the family bore strong testimony of the truth of the work and the
knowledge that the Lord had given them, and that the work they had done had been
revecled and that the Gospel had been restored to the earth with all of its gifts
and blessings, that the savior had said should come. I believed them and attended-
their meetings and was baptizecd and confirmed a member of the church om March 1851,
baptized by John Griffiths, confirmed by Phlllp Sykes. I received a testimony of
the dIv1n1ty of the work 1nd felt to rejoice that my sins had been remitted, - Them
were holy days for me, I was ordained a Decon on Decomber 19, 1851 by Daniel
Williams., Ordained a Priest 24th of November 1852, by William Bowen. Ordained an
Elder by John Price 24th of August 1853. Ordained o Seventy 2nd of June 1877 by
H.C. Jackson, Ordained:a High Priest 3rd-of March 1905,

In my early days id the church,I attended ny mcetlngo on Sundays and week
nights and traveled 3 to fifteen miles with other elders, but sometimes went alone,
and sang and prayed and told the people about the rcstoratlon of the Gospel, and

enjoyed this labor, belna dlrected by the Holy Spirit at all -tines,

About the year 1856, the law of tithing was flrst given to the members of the
church, which I took hold of and paid an honest tithing each month, I was getting
snall wages at the time, ‘About the same time we were called upon to donate one
woeks wages to help build the Salt Lake Temple., This was freely paid by the church
members and we felt so by doing, donating our money and services to the Lord at
this time, I work ten hours each week day and walked four and ten miles to and
~ from work, : -

In the year 1857, our family moved to a town called Neyland and I got work at
the locomotive dvpartmpnt of thn Gre;t Western Rullrohd Company .

I got married on October 26, 1857 to mllzabetn Lalllss, ckughtcr of Richard
and Dorothy Lalliss of the town of Hmvbrd’ordweut Pembrokeshire, by Richard James
Reglater. :

At this time I was callaed to preside: over a branch of the church known as the
Pemborke Branch, It was 11l miles each way and three miles sach way North and South
but very few church members. I continued this labor until I left to ceme to Uteh
in 1862,
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In the spring of 1858, I storted to work as fireman on a passcnger steam
boat., At this time earning 13 shllllngs per week. - I paid ny tithing honestly.
Tn a chort time I was promoted to engineer, znd earned 20 shillings per weck.
Next year I got 35 shillings per week. Next I was raised to 65 shillings per weck.
I atbtribute this to the goodness of the Lord in paying an honest tithing and my
feithful labor in his chureh. . . ‘ :

Durlnp thce 11 ycars in South Wales after joining hlS church, I had a grecat
lot of walking to do. Somctines more than 20 miles each wey to hold ncetings and
to attend conferences, This was done on Sundays as I had to work six days 2 week.
I walked one night 11 miles after work ond crosscd two rivers to beoptize. Br.: Frank
Purscr and all of his family at the time of a reformation in the cluurch, and felt
well in doing my duty. I have had many marvelous gifts in adnlnlatcrlng to thc
sick and casting out evil uplrlta when thoy would. trouble the saints, - :

I 1eft Liverpool on Tucsday the 15th. of lay 1862 on the sciling shlp Wllllan
Teprict (?) Sle had a rough stormy voyage, lots of sickness, and some de_ths. .
Those that died was buried at sca. lyself and family was not sick, - -

Ve crrived in New York on June 26, 1862, There was 8CO phsscngers pnsboard.
Myself and family stopped over night at 2 hotal

e left New York on June 27, on the Hudson River Railroad ond arrived at
Albany on the 28th, then took the New York Central to Niagr~ Falls. Then tock the
Grecat Western Ral*roud to Yinsor; then crossed the river in a boat to Detroit on
the 30th; then toock lichigan Central to Ca1cago where we orrived July 1, thence
by the Chicago Burlingtun and Quincy where we arrived on July 2, thcncy by ste~m~
boat to Hanibal, and left for St. Joscph wherc we arrived on Ju‘" 4th and stopped
overnight. We then took bozt for Florence, Ncbraska, this was the worst part of
the journey, so far, it was very werm and the river so muddy that we could not
drink it. There was cold wotor for bent crew but none for the passcngers. 'le had
onc death on the boat and we stoppcd a short time to bury theo body. :

" e arrived at Florencc on Sunday night July 6, Wc got ashore the best we
could and stayed until daylight., Thon went one mile to carmp, It was a nice clear
morning but before we got camp fixed, it beghn to rein in torrents, heavy wing,
with thunder and lightning., It was terrlflc. It necrly killed Br., Joseph W, -
Young. One man wes killed by a bolt of lightning. We werc in a bad fix but we
got our tents put up and dried our oedding, and dricd sur other affccts fixed up
-and made ourselves confortable. ilc stopped in Florence until Thursday the 17th
day of August, Then loaded our ffccta intc wogons, 18 passcngers to cach wagon
and twelve to cach tent, Myself and wife traveled on foot all the way to Salt
Lake City. We had a very pleasant timc taking all things into consideration,

e had about one dozen deaths on the plains. It fell to ny lot to dedicate
most of the graves., This was sorrowful to leave our fricnds behind, we buried
the dead at the first stopping place. e never started out with a dead body.
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We had a very good captein , Orton Héight. Also a good lot of teamsters. We
had prayer every morning and night and lived up to the laws of the gospel.

We took our turns in guarding the camp and the cattle and done all thet we
could or asked to do. We waded through the cold rivers, Elkhorn and the South -
Platt several times and the Green River, and we kept in good healthe We arrived in
Salt Lake City on the 19th of Octobers Br. John Isaac met us and brought us some
cakes ond milk. We stopped in the city three weeks and worked with Br. John and
William Gibly in the canyon getting firewcod. For this I got pay in mollasses,
which we took to Paradise, Cashe County, We arrived on November 1ll.

('The next d.way I begén to work helping thresh whe ate It was the first day to'
thrash that seesone Myself and family lived with Br. E. D. Miles and wifes The
first I worked in the canyon all winter cutting logs to build a house to live in.

I got a.cityrlot end build a house and planted the lot end kept working, In
the fall of 1863 I sold the house for a yolk of oxen and built me another one in
the spring of 1864, I took up soms land andraised some cropse

In April of this year I took & load of tithing wheat to Selt Lake City from
Yiellsvills with four yolk of oxena

In the £ all of this year the gresshoppers came and laid their egzs and they
hetched the next spring and ate nearly &ll the grain. They continued for about
. three years., In September 1866 my father came %o Utah, and lived with us until he
died. My mother died in South Weles. '

- "My f ather enjoyed good health and worked hard until the spring of 1873 when’
he fell down and broke a blood vessel and died March 24, 1874. o . .

In the spring of 1868, we people of Paradise, thought it best to move in &
body three and one half miles north of the old site where we could get more room
end better protect ourselves from the Indians, &os they were very troublesome in tha
parte

We took up new land for city lots and farms, und I got settled in our new
home in this year,

My sister Jane Jones and family come to Uteh. They troveled part of the way
by train and then with ox teame - They stayed with us that winter.

On November 11, myself, wife, and several others went with ox team to Salt Lek
City to get our endowsuentse

' On Jamuary 1, 1872, Mary Jane Obray, daughter of George and Marie Obray, born
st Poter (?) sealed by Daniel He Wells in the endowement houss at Salt Lake Citye

On July 1, of this year I went into the mountains about 30 miles east of
Puradise and enguged in sawmilling, The seme year I bought a shingle mill end
commenced meking shingles.
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On June 1, 1874 I took eharge of building a water power saw mill for the
people of Taradlse and I took charge of runningit until the fall of 1876 and in
the summer of this year I bought a saw mill to make lumber in connection with the
shingle mill of Paradise., I also puichased a quarter section of lanc North of
the Paradise town51ght ) ‘

For the next three years I was at home sawing lumber and ties for the Utah
Nerthern Rallway since named tne Oregon Short Line, :

I continued this work until Jun° 1, 1880 when I purchased a steam saw mill
at Beaver Canjon, Idaho, and doné sawing for the Union Pacific Railway Company.
In the spring of 1861 I. bougbt two more steam saw mills and kept sawing with the
three mllls untli 1885.

In March 18892 on the advice of apostle Thatcher, I went to EBaker City,
.Oregon to take up’some timber land and moved my: saw mills there from Beaver
Canyon, Idaho, 'T went in partnership with several others and operated a company
known as Oregon Lumber Go. with a C&plt&; stoclk $100, OOU I took ©$30,0C0 after
stOpplns there one year.
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I came to home to Logan to help run the store.

I went to Baker City to attend a July utockholders meeting in Janyary 1890,
they had another good report of last year's business. I was. at the railway
station to return when two stockholders came to me and said that balance shests
were false at the meeting and. about thrée weeks that the company be dissolved, and
they would come and take all of my prcperty where tlhey could find it, as the law
of Cregon would permit them to do so., I stepped over and examined the books and
found that they had told me the truth, T did not say one word to the bookkezper
about this matter but came home to Logan and-fixed things up the besr I.could,

The next morning I made arrangelemts with A.G. Barber to be my signee and
made Thatcher Brs, Banking Com*:;an*r 2 preferréd,creditor. .

In one week after, tbey had offlcer° come to Logan to taks all my property
but was too late, they cculd only get their share,

I then borrowed three thousanda dollars. Ly son John k., Thomas and my nephew
John H. White and got them to purchase the store geoods and run the store under
the name of J.E. Thomas, and done a good business and w2s soon out of” debt and
kept one son on a mission in the Eestern Stetes for 27 months.

- In the city?alecﬁion of :1895, I was slucted a member of the city council of
Logan, first preecinct commencing January L, 190C.. For two years I filled this
office with the best of my ability. And belicve gave good satisfaction.

On the lst of April 1887, I bought one half intcrest of the Barber and Sons
Implement business. = . co ) _ .

We sold the business to Co-Op VWizgon and Machine Company, on Jonuary 1889,
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On June 1, I bought cleven hundred acres of plant land rear .Cache Junction,
I also bought three thousand dollars worth of live stock. I worked this land for
about—~two “years and made mich improveément, T sold this propérty to a Mitchell
for fifteen thousand dollars, ‘I had broke up about twenty acres- of fhﬂs land and
fenced a large portion of it in, R ‘

On the l4th of August 1884, on the invitation of the Stake Prcs1cency, myself
and wife, Zlizabeth, went to Rexburgh, Idaho, in thé& company of John Taylor,
George Q. Cannon, and severgl others. We traveled with team from larket Lake to
Rexburgh, They went there to more fully organize-the stake. The next morning I
went to a council meeting when in the meeting there came a fLelegram that two elders
had been killed by mob in Tennessee. Vhen this message was read a voice :spoke
to me, 'John Gibbs!' he said, I said What? Thevoice sald again 'John- Gibbs', ¥hen
we zot out of the meeting I told BEr. George Q. Cennon that I felt satisfied that
John H. Gibbs was = one of the elders that was killed, He asked me how I knew.
"I told him of the voice that: spoke to'me. He said 1t waa mnrvelous.

In the afternoon meeting, the names came, BEr, Cannon came to me and told me
to cultivate that gift that I had and it would Le a bleoglng to me. I have tried
to do 30 and has been a comfort to me.'

"On January 23,1900, my wire Mary Jane died at Paradisc., She hﬁd'been.siék
for several weeks. She left two sons, Willard and Orsen., IR

On May 19, 1901 my wife Elizabeth died after 8 weeks of severe suffering.
She was buried at Paradise. On Thursday cvening, oy 1%, she seid to me,"I've
had three pqtrlarlcal blessings. I have been reading them today. They each one
said that I should live as long as life was desireable to me, and I shall not die
as long as I feel as I do-now." Only two days ~after this when I got home from
work she said to nme, "William, I have hcen talking to the girls'today that I.did
not think it a sin that I would ask the Lord to take me to himsslf as I was tired
of living." I said to her Bessie we do'not want to- lét you go, ‘"I know," she 'said,
but my suffering has been so great that I want to go." . She then said, "I.want to
ask you a favor. Will you do it? I said what is it? . I want you to put your hands
upon my head and ask theé Lord, in authority of the holy priesthood,-to take me.
uplo night., #ill you do it? I then said "Bessie, I have noever refused you any-
thing you have asked me to do." I administercd to her and rcbuked the pain, and
asiced the Lord to take her spirit that night as she requested. When I got through
she said that the Lord heard that, and felt sure that she would die that night,
(ne of my sons passed through the iocin and heard ame and went and celled Dr.
Budge. He came and looked at my wife. Then he went into another room where the
family was and said to them, "mow if you keep quist and makc no noise, you can
come and see your mother die." They promised that they would. This as-about
half past ten o'clock.  The Doctor sat on' the sides of her and me on the cther.,
41l was quiet for ten minites, OShe opened her eyes and said, "I feel happy and
comfortable and I am going to die.' - ‘

The doctor took her pulse and had his eer by her mouth, then said, "She has
oreathed her last bre&th but do not make a noise her heart is still beatlng.ﬂ
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Then said, "your mother is dead and 'iff you want to cry you can, as you can-
not disturb her .now,"

I was prepared for this, = On the night before this I was sitting on the sofa
in front of.the stove and I heard beautiful singing in the air the hymn found on
page 194 of the L.D.S. Hymn Book, "Let Us Fray Gladly", pray in-the house of
Jehovah," : -

' The.singing: was beautiful.
. - She was.buried at Parédise._i

I kebt"rdnning the. store for about eighteen months tien sold the store and
~eonteats to John Bench. ' B

. :Then I prepared myseclf to take a trip to South tiales to hunt up some of my
relatives and friends. I was set apart for this trip in the Annex of the Salt
lake Temple by Apostle Teasdale on sapril 14, 1903. (?) record one page 123 of
the 'old family record.

On account of a rock slide of the Union Facific Railroad, we had to take trip
on the 0.S8.L. by thc way of Bear Lake Valley. ‘e reached Kock Springs next
“morning-and arrived at Loxington, Nebraska at one ofclock A.M. op the 17th day
and stopped at a ncphew James Thomas for one week.

We got to Boston on the 28ths

) lie left Boston on way 2 for Liverpool on the stean ship, Common Wealth,
When about mid-ocean we had & terrific storm for about two days. There was many
passengers in bed very sick. Somc of the clders and meny of the sistors who was
going on a visiting tour was in bed., I felt troubled about them and felt some
of the brethern should pray for them, I hunted up the President who had chorge
of the missionaries, and found them on the deck., I said tc them, "brethern, I
have been hunting for you to ask you to get a few of the elders to pray to the
Lord to stay this storm so that our pecplc may be relieved of their sickness.!
The president said that they werc glad that I was inspired by the spirit to come.
"We have a room ready and was going to join in praycr, please accompany us, AS
you are the oldest you pray first. :

After prayers each cne of the passcngers came to me and said, the sea is
smooth as glass. I told thum that the Lord hod been very mereiful te us, The
passengers 2ll got better. : i

Vie arrived at Liverpool lay 12, 21l well, I was not sea sick on the trip.
After having our baggage checked and passed through the custom housc, I went to
number 42 Irelington(?). I met President Lymen. We had a mecting., The president
gave us all welcome &nd istructed us to our duties. I stopped over night.

Next day I sunt to Bristol to mect Charles Lalliss but they had moved to
Porsmouth. I then went to Newpert where I ret two of my ccusins, Jo-es Thomas
and Ann Bvans, and thcir families, I touk their records and the ncmes and refor-
ence and a large numbcr®f .y relotives, I left with them several church books
then took train for Cardiff, Scutih " I,
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I uet the president of the conference and several clders. I tcok dinner with
them and they toolt me around.

I met Thomes White, brother of Williom yhite, of Salt Lake City. I stopped
over night with them.

Then went to Britten Ferry ¢ and stopped with Ebcnezer Davies, o son of ny
fatherts sister Margerétt, nd ‘had some good funlly talk, and got themr rucords,
“and then took train tu Noath. : : -

Thencse to Llandélly where I met’ ny CuUulﬂ, ‘jiilliam NuSh and tnu famlly of my
cousin (?) Nash Jones, ond what records they cculd zive me and loft on the 19th
for Heverfordshire and stopped at the Kings Arms Hotel,

I then met May Lilliss, ny wifu's sister, and John'ﬁhite, brether to William
White, . R

I visited my birthplace, heriin's Eridge, ahd hed a talk with some of the old
inhabitants most of them were dead. _

When I got £0 Hgvprfordshlrc St Pcnbrjke hlre I had’ 1bout one mile to.
walk uphill. I was carrying a ‘satchel and an overcoat., 'hén I°get on the level
road I was very tired and hed t¢ take a rest in frint of o house., I looked up
and saw a sign "Gloves Inn.! I woiit in and there were two men sitting by the
window, I set down un 2 chair. The lady of the house came into the room, I asked
1f she could tell me whure liary LaLlJ.ss lived. Sho said all of the Lalliss family
had gone to Salt Lake sume yecrs since. I told hir nmy name and that I aarricd a
Lalliss girl, end bhat ‘I hed ccmu from Salt Lake. She asked me if I knew Sarah
Lalliss., I told her yss =ad that I had scen her the day kefre I left. She
called to her husband and said “"put up your peper. This men cen tell you all
about Aunt Sarch." Ve had & long conversation about the fo-uly cnd 2bcut Utah,
The men's name was Charles Pughe, He thed said te me, "if you cculd come all the
way tc Salt Lake tov see them, thot he had a horse and buggy and that T could take
a ride with him t o see all the f.lks plcht or ten nlle ns often "as I wished to
but nct to offer him unf pay as he NCde not taxu 1t

I went with him severzl times tu get” the record of Sarnh Lalliss! family.
Births, marriages, and deaths from her greet grand parents to the last baby born.

I was at Haverfurdwest until ‘the 23rd then went by team to Hareldsten lest
and T met ny ccusin, Steaven Thumasts widew ond daughter with her husband Joseph
Philipp ond family. ' ' '

I then stcpped with them and took’whﬁﬁerCers they had and bore & strong
testimony of the gospel to them. I left them some ‘church bocks.

I returned to Haverfordwest cn the 30th day of May and I stopped there
until may 31,

Then went to Milford. It being White onday, A aoly day, I saw scme of the
(?) and got some records,

I went to Neyland that night. text dey I went to Porter(?) and met Thomas
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Gibbs and also a Mrs. Hubbard, one that I had saved from being drowned. She fell -
out of a boat. I jumped into the water and got her to land. This happened forty-
three years since. I also met John Obray, a brother to Sam and Thomas Obray of
Paradise. I got his family records and returned to Néyland, and visited my
liother's grave at Honiborrow. The next morning I visited the grave of my son,
Heber Charles at L Church Yard, '

I returned to Haverfordshlre on July L and done some visiting among some of
my old friendst! families, :

On the 5th I went to Flshouard the birth. ylace of my father and some records,

I returned on the 12, I stopped at Haverfordwest visiting many of my rela-
tives and friends of the family. Also the family of Sarah lalliss. I also
visited Freystarss Lugum Johnsten (?) and neighborhood,

On June 22 I v151ted Poter(?) Pembroke and got somc information of some
friends.

On the 23rd I went to hhltoland Carmarthen and v1u1tcd some relatives of
Evan Jones of Logan. I saw a circus parade on the strect. Then went to Llanelly
and stOppcd over nlcht with John Zvans, my nephuw in-law, and got somc¢ records.

Then visited the honc of a Mrs. Samuel, a cousin of krs, %illiam James of
Paradise, and got what rdcords I could. : :

_ Then to Swansca and visited a sister of Evan Jones, Martha Demeslton, to
Britten Ferry with my cousin Ebcnezer Davies and family and had a good time. I

then went to Pinchuweithcer(?) and mct my cousin Catherince Davies, I got some

" records and then visited the coal mincs. -

I got back ro Haverfardwest July'h.und went to Haraldsten(?) church yard
grounds on (?) July 5. It rainced hard all day. I had dinner with Harry iiiles.

From the '5th to thel8th I went visiting many of my old friends and relatives,
And on Sunday 19th I visited Mr. Williams and family at a farm called Toemperncss,
His wife was a sister of the late tilliam Howels of Slaterville, Veber Co,, Utah,
Shs is a member of the church, I had a good with thom then returncd to Harerford-
_ mest, on henday tho 20th I stayed home all day writing.

After this I woent visiting my rclatives and fricnds that I had mct on my
visit, and said goodby for this timc. On the 15th day or August, I lcft my placc
of birth well satisficd with the traveling end the information that I had gained,

I got to Liverpool on Sunday morning and went to 2 hotel., Next day I went
to 42nd Lislington(?) and mct President Lyman and many of thu clders. Also many
of the broethern and sisters that was about to start_for Utah.

Wi had a plcasant time, Wont to several meetings.,

We left Liverpool on the 20th. e had o plecsant trip on the occan,
" Arrived at Boston about noon on the 28th maiking the trip in about sceven and onc
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half days. After passing the doctor and inspcctor we went on shore and took
dinner. Ve arrived at Salt lLake City at 4 P.M. on Secptember 1 and got home to
Paradise on September 3.







