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_ William Nash Thomas, son of Bavid Thomas and Elizabeth Nash
Thomas, born on the 24th day of February 1835 at Haverdfordwes?d
Pembrokeshire, South Wales. ' o .

There were six children, John born February 18, 1829, Ann born
February 21, 1832, William Nash born February 24, 1835, Jane, Aprgl
18,1838, Sarsh born February 14, 18L1, James born December 25, 18L3.
All born in the same house.

" T, William Wash Thomas, attended school until 1 was 9 yvears
0ld, then had to do some wowk to Help make a 1living Tor the family.

At the age of 11 I went to work for Joseph Fotter;to-after a billard
nall. To look after the games, and collect the vay, 1 worked there
for two vears. I then went to school for one vear., 1 then worked for
Mr, Jenkin Savorag at Worth Glamoranshire(?) 80 niles from my home.,

I worked in a billard hall at the Castle Hotel. T returned home in
Fevruary 1851. I then found my Fatiner and his family was members of
the bMormon Church. All of tne Tamily bore a strong test:mony of the
truth of the work and the knowledge that the Lord had given them, and
that the work they hhd done nad been revealed and that the Gospel

nad been restored to the earth with all of its gifts and blessings,
that the savior had said should come., I helieved them and atiended
their meetings and was vaptlized and confirmed a member of the church
on March 1851, baptized Dy John Griffiths, confirmed by Philip Sykes.
I received a testimony of the divinity of the work and felt to Pejoice
that my sins had been remitted. Them were holy days for me. 1 was
ordained a Decon on December 19, 1851 by Daniel Williams. Ordained =a
Priest 24th of November 1252, by William Bowen. OCrdained an Elder

by John Price 24th of August 1853. Ordained a2 Seventy 2nd of June
1877 by H.C. Jackson., Ordained a High Priest 3 rd of March 1905,

In my early days 1n the church I attended My meetings on Sundays
and weeK'nights and traveled 3 to 15 miles with obher elders, but
sometdmes went alone, and sang and prayed and told the people aboutb

T the restoration of the Gospel and enjoyed this labor, being directed
v the Holy Spyirit at all times.
About the year 1856, the law of tithing was first given to the
- members of the church, which I took hold of and paid an honest tith-
ing each month. I was getting samll wages at the time. About the
same time werwere called upon to donate one weegks wages to help build
the Salt Lake Tempde, -This was freely paid by the church members and
we 1 I .
this timéﬁel%;%%u%ytigﬁ%ﬁnf donatlgg Qur money and services to the ILord at
to and from work. 'S each weekday and walked fomr ang ten milse
0 the year 1857, our family- -
g0t work at the locomoti Cdermapioved to a town called Neyland an
Co. tve devartment of the Great VWestern Railroag !

‘ I got m i '

of.Richgrd :iglggrg§h3¢gggi§s565f1§§7 to ntizabeth Lalliss, Daughter

shire, by Richard James Register, © tovm of Haverdfordvest Fembroke.
A% this time T was called bo

of ¢ - breside over a hkEmERRxwEr]
ot he church kgown as the Pembroke Branch Itans 11 miles hbramaf
° A vl i e eac ‘
members, : S but .
' In thg ggg?lgueﬁ this labor until +7 left.to Ziﬁz isnghur?h
stezm boat. Atlgﬁioft%858, T started to work as £ireman o ah in 1862,
tithing homestl s time earnlng 13 shillings per Weék E i @gsseng
earned 20 shill¥ﬁ; ;n_a_short time T was promoted o eﬁ 1 paid my
Next T was paiseq ie cp (K. Next year I got 35 shiliices ors 2id
g0odness or %E:GLOEE > shillings per week, T attribute %Eispig %ﬁek.
in his church. 1 paying an honest tithing and my faithful i§bor
Duri - . ' '
T had»ar;§§a§h$0%logei§ikig.S?utg Wales after Joingng his church
each eay to hol wa gﬂuo O. Sometimes more ) S n
7 o 5nold meetings and to attend conferences thégisowgélgine
L { On

7OrK six days a week Iw
: X 3 . alked one night 11 mi
ggooglvegs to papt;ze Br. Frank Pursgr and giieﬁ
relormation in the Church, and felt well
I have had magy marvelous



‘gifts in administering to the sick and casting out evil spirits when

they would trouble the saints,
I left Liverpool on Tuesday the 15th of May 1862 on the sailing

shdap William Tapriat(?) We had a rough stormy voyage, lots of
sickness, and some deaths. Those that died wgs buried at sea. iy~

self and family was not sick.
. We arrived in New York on June 26, 1862. Theré was. 800
nassengers on boaxrd.

Myself end family stonped over night at a hotel.

We- left New York on June 27, on the Hudson River Railroad and
arrived at Albany on the 28th, then took the New York Central to
Niagra Falis. Then took the Great Western Railroad to Windsor;
then trossedsthe river in a boat to Detriot on the 30th; then took
Michigan Central to Chicage where we arrived Julyl, thence by the &

Chicago Burlingpon and Quincy where we arrived on July 2, thence
=y steamboat to H anibal, and left for St. Joseph where we arrived

on July 4, and stopped overnight. Vie then took boat for Florence,

Neberaska, this was the womst part of the journey so far, it was
very warm and the river so muddy that we could not drink it. There

was cold Watef for the boat crew but none for the passengers. JTie
had ond death bn the boat and wé stopped a short time to bury the
body.

lie arrived at Florenée on Sunday night July 6, We got ashore.
the best we could and stayed until daylight. Then went one mile to
camp., 1t was a nice clear morning but before we got camp fixed, it
it began to rain in torrents, heavy wind, with thunder andlightning.
It was terrific. It nearly kikked Br. Joseph W, Young. Oné man was
killed by a bolt of lightening. We were in a bad fix but we got
out tenﬁs put up and dried out bedding, ard dried outr other affects
fixed up and mafieourselves comfowtable, TVie Stopped in Florence un-
til Thursday 17th day of August. Then loaded our affects into wagomns
18'paSSengers to each wagon and 12 to each tent. Liyself and wife
traveled on foot all the way to Salt Lake City. We had a very
pleasant time taking 4ll things intorconsideration.

Vie had aboﬁt one dozen deaths on the plains. It fell to my

lot to dedicate most of the graves. This was sorrowful to leave
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our friends bhhind, we buried the dead at the first stopping place
We never started out with a dead body. |

Wie had a very good captain, Orton Height. Also a good lot of
teamsters., We had prayvers every morning and night and lived up to
the laws of the Gospel.

We took our turns in guarding the cmmp and the cattle and done
all that we could or asked to do. We wadéé through the cold rivers
Blkhorn and the South Platt several times and the Green River and
we kent in good health. We arrived in Salt Lake City on the 19th
of October. Br, John Isaac met us and brought us some cakes énd
milk. We stopoved in the city 3 weeks ahd woeked with Br. John
and William Bibley in the canyon getting fire wood. For this we
tobk pay in molasses, which we took to Paradise, Cache County.

e arrived on November ll{
The next day I began to woek helping thrash wheat. It was
the first day to thrash that season., Myself and family lived
with Br. B. D, Miles and wife. The first I worked in the oényon
all winter cutting l@gs to build a house to live in.
I got a city lot and build a house and planteé‘thelot and
xeot working. In the fall of 1863 1 sold the house for a yolk
of oxen and built me another house in the spring of 1864. I took
up some land and ralsed some crops.
In April of this year I took a load of ththing wheat too Salt
Lake City from VWellsville Withhfour yoke of oxen;
In the fall of this year the grasshoppers came and laid hheee
eggs and they hatched the next spring and ate nearly all the grair
They continued for about 3 years. In September 1886 my father .
came to Utah, and livéd with us until he died. My mother died
in South Wales. |

My father enjoyed good health and woeked hard until the spring
of 1873 when he fell down and broke a bldod vessel and died Maroh‘th
1874,

In the spring of 1868, we the people of Paradise, thought it

best to move in a body three and a half miles nothh of the old site
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where we could get more room.aﬁd better protect ourselves from the
Indians, as they were very troublésomé in that part.

We took up new land for city lots and famms and we got settled in
our new home this year. |

My sister Jane Jones and family caﬁe to Utah., They traveled part
of the way by train and then with ox team. They stayed with us that
winter.

On Novemberll, myself,awife, and several others wémh with ox team
to Salt Lake City to get our endowments. |

On January 1, 187é, Mary Jane Obrey, daughter of George and larie
Obray, born at Poter(?) sealed by Daniel H. Vells in the endowment
house at Salt Lake City.

On July 1, of this year 1 went into the mountains about 30 miles
east ofParadise and engeged in sawmilling. The same year I bought a
shingle mill and'commenced making shingles.

On June 1, 1874, I took charge of building a water power sawmill
for the people of Paradise and I took charge of running if until tie
fall of 1876 and in the summer of +this year I Dbought a sawmill ta
make lumber in connéction with the shingle mill at Paradise.

I also purchased a quarter section of land nopbbh of the Paradise
town site.

For the next three years I was at héme sawing lumber and ties
for the Htah Northern Railway since named the Oregon Shortline,

Tsconhénued this work until June 1, 1880 when I purchased a
steam sawmill at Beaver Canyvon Idaho and done sawing for ?he Union
Pacific Railway Company. In the spring of 1881 I bought two steam
sawmills and kegt sawing with the theee mills until 1885,

In the fall of 1888 I purchased a lMerchantile sbore in Logan
and done a good business.

In karch 1889, on the advice of apostle Thatcher, I went to
Baker City, Oregon to take up somé timber land and move my saw mills
there from Beaver, Canyon ldaho. I went in partnership with several
others and pperated a c&mpany known as Oregon Lumber Go. with a

ranitol  stock 3100.000 I took $30.000 after stopping there one year.
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I came to home to Logan to help run the store.

ent to Baker City to attend a July stockholders meeting. 1In
§a§iarv 1890 they had anothel good report of last year's bu siness.

i tockholders
I was at the railway station to return when two of the s

came to me and said that balance sheets were false at the meeting
and about three weeks that the company be dissolved, and they would ¢

come and také 211 of my properyy where they could find it, as the
lawof Oregon would permit them to do so. I steﬁped over and exaimed
the books aﬁd round that they and told me the truth. T did not say ¢
one word to the bookkeeper about this matter but came home to Logamn
and fixed things up the best 4 could.

The next morning I.made arrangements with A.’G. Barber to be my
signee and made Thetcher Brs., Banking Company a preferred creditor,

In one week after, they had officers come to Logan to take sll
my vroperty but was too late, they could only get their shhre.

I then borrowed three thousand dollars. Ly son John E. Thomas
and my nephew John H. Whiﬁe and got fhem to purchase the store goods.
aﬁd fun the store under the name of J. E. Thomas, and done a good
~business and soon- was out of~debt; and kKept Ohe s0n 0n a mission
in the Eastern Statesvfor 27 months.

In the city election of 1895,-I was elected a member of the
city council of Logan, first precinct commencing Januafy 4 ,1900,

For tww years I filled this office with the best'of my ability, and
believe gave good satisfaction.

On the 1lst of April 1887, 1 bought one halfl interest of the ﬁxxke
Barbver and Sons Implement business.

we sold the business to Co-op Wagon and Machihe Company, on

January 1889, |

On June 1, I bought eleven hundred acres of plant near Cache
Junction. I also bought three thousand dollars worth of live stock.
I worked this land for about two years and made much lmprovement.
I sold this property ﬁo a Mitchell for féfteen thousand dollars.
I had broke up about twenty acres of this land and fenced a largé
portion of it.

On the lith of August 188L, on the invitation of the Stake
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Presidency, myself and wife Elizabeth, went to Rexburgh, Iéaho, in
the company of John Taylor, George § Cannon, and severly others,

We traveled with team from Market Lake te Rexburgh, They went there
to mpre fully organize the stake. The next morning I went to a
‘council meeting when in the meeting there came g telegram that two
elders had been killed by mov in Tennessee. \i/hen this message was fé@
a volce spoke t0 me, "John Gibbs, John Gibobs". When we got out of
the meeting I told Br, George Q..Cannon that I felt satisfied that
John H. Gibbs was one of the elders that was killed. He asked me
how I knew; I told him of the voice that spoke to me. He saig it
was marvelous,

In the afternoon meeting, the names came. Br. Canrion came to

me and told me to cultivate that gift that T hed and it would be.a

blessing to me. I have tried to so so and has been a comfort to me

On January 23, 1900. my wife llary Jane died at Paradise. She
had been sgick for several weeks. She left two sons, Willard and

Orson. S, .. e

B A TP e

' On May 19, 1901 my wife Elizabeth died after 8 weeks of severe
suffering. She was buried at Paradise. On Thursday evening, Méy
16, she said to me "I've had three patriarical blessings. 1 have
been reading them today. They each one sald that 1 should live as
long as 1life was desireable to me, and I shall not die as long as T
feel as I do now."™ Only two days later after this when I got home
from work she said to me, "William, i have been taadking to the girls
‘today that L did not think it a sin that I would ask the Loré to
take me to himself as I was tired of living."™ I said to her "Bessie
we do not want to let uou go.m" "I K:now? she said, "but my suffer-
ing has been so great that I want to go,” She then said, "I Want
to ask you a favor, will yotn do it?"™ I gaid "What is it?" " I want
you to put your hands upbn my‘head and ask the Lord, in the authority
of the Holy Priesthood, to take me this night. Will you do itg"

I then said,"Beigie , I have never refused you anything you have

asked me to do."™ I administered to her and rebuked the pain, and
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asked the Lord to take her spirit that night as she requested.
When I got through shg sal@ that the Lord had heard that, and felt
sure that she would die that night. One of my sons passed through %
the room and heard me and wént and called Dr. Budge.

He came and looked at my wife. Then he went to anotliier room
where the family was and said to them, "Now if you can keep quilet
and make no noise, you can come and see your mother die." They pro-
mised that they would. This was about half past ten o'clock.

The dootér sat on one side of her and me on the other. All was
quiet for ten minutes. 3She opened her eyes and said, "I feel
hanpy and comfortable and I am going to die,"
The doctor took her pulse and had his ear by her mouth,
and then said, "She has breathed her last breath but do not make
a noiée her heart is still beating."
Then seid, "your mother 1s dead and if you want to cry you can,
as ybu cannot disturb her now." |
I was prevared for this. On the night before this ¥ was sitting
-on the sofa in ffont of the stove and I heard beautiful singing in-
the aigrthe hymn found on page 194 of the L.D.3. Hymn Book,"Let us
Pray Gladly", pray in the house of Jehovah.”
The singing w:s beautiful,.
She was buried at faradise
I kept running the stor e for about eighteen months then sold
the stoee and contents to John Bench.
. Then I vprepared myself to take a trin to South Wales to hunt
ﬁp some of my relatives and friends. I was set apart for this trip
in the Annex of the Salt ILake Tempnle by Apnostle Teasdale on April
14, 1903.(%?) record on page 123 of the 0ld family record.
On account of a rock slide of the union Pacific Railroad,
we had to take ﬁrip on the 0.5.L. by the way of the Bear Lake Valley.
We reached Rock Bprings next morning and arrived at Lexington, Neb-
eraéka at one o'clock A.M. on the 17th day and stopped at a. nephew

Jares Thomas for one week.,
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We got to Boston on the 28th.

e left Boston on May 2, for Liverpddl on the steam ship,
Common Wealth. When about mid-ocean wgehad a terrific storm.for
about two days. There was many passengers in bed very sick.

Some of the elders and mmny of the sisters who was going on a
visiting tour was in bed. I felttroubled about them ancd fedtisdme

of th@bbréthern should pray for them, Inhuhtéd up the President
who had charge of the missionaries, and found them on the deck, I
said to them"™ brethern, I have been hﬁnting fornyou to ask you to
zet a few of the elders to pray to the Lord to stay this storm

so that our people may be relieved of their sickness."™ The
president said that they were glad that I Was inspired by the spirit
to come., We have a room ready and wes going to Jjoln in prayer,
pleaée accompany us. As you are the oldest you pray first.b

After prayers each one of the nassengers came to me and saild,
the sea is as smooth as glass, I t&ld them that the Lord had been
very merciful to us. The passengers all got better.

We arrived at Liverpool May 12, all well. I was not sea sick
on the trip. After having our baggage checked and passed through
the custom house, I went to number 42 Irelingtaén (?). I met Lyman
We had a meeting. The oresident gave us all welcome and inétructed 1

us to our duties., I stopped overnight;

. Next day I sent to Bristol to meet Charles Lalliés but they
had moved to Porsmouth. I then went to Newport where I met two
of my cousins, James Thomas and Ann Evans, and their families.

I took their records apd the naﬁes and references and a large
number of my relitives. I left with them several church books
then took train for Cardiff, South Wales.

I met the president of the conference and several elders. I
took dinner wibh them and they took ﬁe around.,

I them met Thomas White, brother of William White, of Salt

Lake City. I stopped overnight with them.

Then went to Britten Ferry and stopped with Ebenezer Davies,
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a son of ny father's'sisterMargerett, and had some good family
talk, and got their records, and then took the train to Neath.

Thence to Llanelly where I met my cousin, William Nash,
and the fmmily .of my cousin ? Hash Jones, and what records they
could give me and left on the 19th for HaVerférdshire and stopped
at the Kings Arms Hotel, |

I then met liay Lalliss, my wife¥assister, and John White,
brother to William White.

T visited my bivhhplace, Merlin's Bridge, and had a talk with
some of +the old inhabitants most them were dead.

when I got to Haverfordshire West Pembrokeshire I had about
one milel-to walk uphill., I was carrying a satchel and an overcoat.
VWihen I got on the level road 1 was very tired-and had to take a
rest in f:dnt of a house. I looked Uup and saw a sign‘"Gloves Inn®
‘I want in and there were two men sitting by the window, I sat down
on a chair. The lady of the hoﬁse came into the room. I asked if
she could tell me vhere Mary Lalliss lived. She said all of the
Lalliss family had gone to Salt Lake some years since. I told her
My name and that I married a Lalliss gifl, and that I had come‘from
Salt Lake; She asked me if I knew Sarah Lalliss. I told her yes
and that I had seen her the day before I left. She called to her
husband and s id "puttup your paper. This man can ﬁell you all
about Aunt Sarah”, We had a long conversation about the family and
about Utah., The man's name was Charles Pughe. He then said to me
"If vou could core allthe Way‘to Salt Lake to see them, that he had
a2 horse and buggy and that I could‘take a ride with him to see all
the folks eight or ten miles as often as I wished to but not‘to offer
him any pay as he would not tke it.

I went with him several times to get the record of Sarah
Lalliss' family. Births, marriages, and déaths from her great grand
parents to the last babyborn. |

I was at Haverfordwest until the 23rd then went by team to
flaraldsten West and I met nmy cousin, Steaven Thomas's widow and #mx

daughter with her husband Joseph Phillipp and family.
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I then stopned with them and took what records thevy had and bore
a strong.testimony of the gqspel to them. 1 left them some church
books..
T .
- I returned to Haverfordwest on the 39th day of May and I
stopped there until May 31.
I then went to Milford. It being White Lionday, aHEOly day,
1 saW’sdme of the (?) and got some records.
I went to Neyland that night. Next day I went to Porter(?)
~and met Thomas Gibbs and also a Mrs, Hubbard, one that I hhd
saved from being drowned. 3he fell out of a boat, I jumped into
the water and got her to land. This Beppened Lj years since. 1 also
met John Obray, a brother to Sam and Thomas Obray of Paradise.,
I got his family records ang returned to Neyland, and visited my
Mother's grave at Honiborrow. The next morning I visited the grave
of my son Heber Charles at L Church Yard.
I returned to Haverfordshire on July k4, and done some visit-
ing amongisome of my old friends'! families.
On the 5th I went to Fishguard, the birthplace of my father and
got some Pecords., |
I returned on the 12. I stonped at Haverfordwest ¥isiting wmany =
of my relitives and friends of the family. Also the family of
Sarah Ialliss. I also visited Freystarss Lugum Johnsten(?) and
neighbothood.
On June 22, I visited Poter (?) Pembroke and got some
information of some friends. |
On the 23rd I went to Whiteland Carmarthen and visited some
relatives of Evan Jonés of Logan. "I saw a circus parade on the
street. Then went to Ladanelly and stopped o%er night with John
‘Evans, my nephew in-law, and got some records,
Then visited the home of a Mrs. Samuel, a cousin of HMrs.
William James of Paradise, and got what records I could.

Then visited the home
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Ther, to Swansea and vislted a sister of Evan Jones, Martha
Daneslton, to Britten Ferry with my cousin Bbenezer Davies and family
and had a good time. I then went to Pincheweither(?).and ret my
cousin Catherine Davies. I got some/records znd then visited the
coal mines. |
1 got back to Haverfordwest July 4, and went to Haraldstén(?)
church yard grounds?on July5. It rained hard ali day. 1 had dinner
with Harry Miles.
From the 5th to the lSth T went visiting many'of my old friends
and relativess. And on Sunday 19th I visited Mr. Williams and family a
Zt a farm called Temperneés. His wife was a sister of the late
William Howels of 3laterville, Weber Co. Utah. 3he is a member of the

hen returned to Haverfordwest

ct

church. I had a good talk with them
on Lionday thé 20th I stayed hime edl dey writing.

After this I went visiting my relatives and frienda that 4 had

met on my visit, and said boodby Tor this time. On the 15th day of
~August, I left my place of birth well setisfied with the traveling
and the information that 1 had gained.

I 2ot to Livernool on Sunday morning and went to a hotel.
Next:day I went to 42nd Lislington(?) and met president Lymen and
many of Tthe elders. Also many of the brotherm and sisters that was

about to start for Utah..

We had a pleasant time. Vie had a pleasant trip on the ocean.
Arrived at Boston about ncon on the 28th making the trip in about
éeven and one half days; After passing the doctor and inspectap we-
went on shore and took dinner. lie arrived a Salt Lake City at L P.M.

on Sentember 1, and got home to Paradise on September 3.



